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DOWERIN FIELD DAYS 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.45 pm]: Last week, I attended the 
Dowerin GWN7 Machinery Field Days, which are held every year in that great community of Dowerin in the 
Agricultural Region. It was a terrific event this year, with record attendance on the Wednesday when the weather 
was particularly warm and it was nice outside. Some other members of the Legislative Council were in attendance, 
such as Hon Laurie Graham, Hon Jim Chown, Hon Martin Aldridge and Hon Colin Tincknell. It was nice to see 
members from other areas coming to support our great event. We had some welcome rain on Thursday, which 
wreaked havoc with a few tents around the event, with strong winds, but the rain was most welcome after the very 
warm day on Wednesday.  

I want to acknowledge the great work of the Dowerin community. It is a massive event. It brings a lot of visitors 
to the community. It is very well run. The community has been running this event for over 50 years. I acknowledge 
not only Nadine McMorran and the committee at Dowerin Events Management, but also all the volunteers who 
helped in the communities from around Dowerin to get their people behind the event and make it a success. It was 
really terrific to see it come off so well again this year, especially with the record attendance on the Wednesday. 
I also make special mention of Mr John Metcalf, who was awarded life membership at this year’s event. That is very 
well deserved recognition of many years of service to the field days and the Dowerin community, and I congratulate 
John Metcalf very much in achieving that life membership.  

This year was a bit of a break with tradition, because for the first time ever that people can remember, the field 
days were opened by a farmer, and that was Mr Ray Harrington from Darkan. He gave quite a stirring speech about 
the great changes he has seen in his 50-plus years in agriculture. Again, WA Labor had a stand there and it was great 
to have Hon Laurie Graham with me, and our staff came along and worked for two days. I especially want to thank 
everybody who dropped in and saw us over the two days. It was a great opportunity to meet with the community, 
find out what people are thinking and what they think the government is doing well and what we can do better. It 
was a great experience for us.  

As has become the custom, we held a free raffle and had the magnificent hampers prepared by Whispers on the Terrace 
in Goomalling. That was won this year by Chrissie Barratt from Goomalling. Congratulations to her in picking up 
that terrific hamper. It was a really good event and I was delighted to be there both days to enjoy the Dowerin field 
days event. I got a chance this year to have a bit of a look around and see the extensive displays. The minister and 
I are off to the Newdegate Machinery Field Days tomorrow. I am sure that will be an excellent event as well. If 
members have the opportunity next year, they should come up and see us at the Dowerin field days.  
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